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 From the President 

Dear SSSI Member, 

 

I hope this message finds you healthy and productive in the New 

Year.  I am including some important information here as we've had 

some glitches with our Newsletter.  But alas, SSSI is alive and 

well!!  Please remember it is time to renew your membership if you 

have not already.  We are looking forward to a wonderful program 

in San Francisco.  I do hope you can attend. 

2013 is proving to be an exciting year for the Society!  The New York 

meetings were especially well attended.  I am happy to report that our 

plans for the Annual meetings, August 15
th
 – 17

th
 are well underway for 

San Francisco.  See the Call for Papers in this issue.   Vice President, J. 

Patrick Williams has already made Hotel arrangements and the meetings 

will take place directly across the street from the ASA Hotel. This year’s 

meetings will be held at: 

 

Hotel Nikko, San Francisco 

222 Mason Street 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

 

We are trying to accomplish several goals this year as our society 

continues to grow:  1) have affordable meeting rooms with close proximity 

to the ASA, 2) encourage and solicit graduate student membership and 

participation in the society, 3) expand our support our European 

colleagues in Symbolic Interaction, 4) expand and support our regional 

presence.  I am happy to report that we now have a national Regional 

Coordinator, Robert Gardner(rgardne@linfield.edu), who is working with 

a number of regional contacts to continue to build our membership.  We 

are growing!  

 

We are also pleased to have an excellent line up of publications for our 

Journal  Symbolic Interaction  -  find it at 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291533-8665 .  

Many thanks to Editor, Robert Dingwall for his efforts and to Dirk Vom 

Lehn, our Webmaster.   You can find an overview of the journal and a 

message from the editor on Youtube at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooEQePlpE        

 

Our colleagues from Texas State University, San Marcos, have put 

together a great program for the Couch-Stone symposium.  Our sincere 

thanks go out to Joe Kotarba for his willingness to organize and host these 

meetings.  See the Call for papers in this issue.   

 

----Lori Holyfield 
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Journal News 
 
Symbolic Interaction continues to flourish, with some exciting plans for 

2014. We had some good news in the summer, with a recovery in our 

impact factor and ISI ranking from of 0.400 and a ranking of 102/138 in 

2011 to 0.811 and a ranking of 70/137 in 2012, more or less back to the 

position of 2010. Since this does not fully reflect the transition to new 

publishers and the innovations that this has made possible, we hope for 

further improvements when the 2013 data become available. As good 

interactionists, we are, of course, suspicious of such metrics, but they do 

have real consequences in supporting the careers of people who publish 

with us – and in attracting more good papers.   

 

We are now getting a pretty strong flow of papers and it is clear that the 

transition to a mainstream online system has greatly increased the 

attractiveness of the journal as an outlet.  Wiley-Blackwell have worked 

very actively with us to promote selected papers and raise the journal’s 

profile. The reception of Sandy To’s study of why Chinese professional 

women are remaining single was particularly notable.  This became the 

first social science paper to get a press release in Chinese from W-B and 

attracted huge attention.   The video abstracts are proving a great draw – 

and authors have really enjoyed putting them together.  Check out the 

YouTube channel for Pernille Strobæk’s explanation of why coffee 

breaks are important in organizations and, coming soon, Mair, Elsey, 

Watson and Smith examining a friendly fire incident during the first Iraq 

War.  Both of these are great examples of how video can enrich a paper.  

We are also launching an occasional series of interviews with leading 

scholars – our first is Clint Sanders expanding on his paper about 

studying with Howard Becker.  If you have suggestions about other 

people you would like to hear, please send us your thoughts.  

 

The first issue of 2014 has Dmitri Shalin as a Guest Editor and collects 

an important set of papers on the life and work of Erving Goffman.  This 

will be a real publishing event with a good deal of archival material 

reviewed and discussed for the first time. It throws new light on the 

contribution of one of the most important sociologists of the second half 

of the 20
th
 century.  Alongside this, Dmitri is also assembling our first 

Virtual Special Issue. This will mine the Symbolic Interaction archive for 

its most important papers on Goffman or inspired by Goffman and 

remind new readers of the wealth of scholarship that has appeared in the 

journal over the last 35 years. The editors would be very happy to 

receive suggestions from anyone else about other possible topics for 

Virtual Special Issues – you need to find 10-15 papers from the archive 

and write an introduction that links them and explains their significance.  

Further into 2014, we are already accepting papers that remind us of the  

global interest in symbolic interaction – and of the wealth of talent in our  
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(Journal News, continued)  

 

community.  Look out for Norbert Wiley’s notes 

of a conversation with Herbert Blumer and a 

major review of SI thinking about organizations 

by Patrick McGinty.    

 
-----Robert Dingwall 

 

 

Couch-Stone Symposium: "Symbolic 

Interactionist Takes on Music" 

March 27-29, 2014 

Texas State University 

San Marcos, Texas 
  

The Center for Social Inquiry and the 

Department of Sociology at Texas State 

University are hosting an intimate symposium 

focused specifically on music.  There is a long 

history of symbolic interactionist interest in 

music, ranging from Howard Becker’s seminal 

work on jazz musicians to contemporary studies 

of music festivals, music scenes, and other 

exciting topics.  With the generous support from 

the Society for the Study of Symbolic 

Interaction, the Couch Family and the Center for 

the Study of the Southwest, our symposium will 

be both intellectually and musically exciting, 

attracting attendees will come from Europe, 

Canada and the U.S. The symposium will be 

conducted on the beautiful campus of Texas 

State, located in the magnificent Hill Country of 

Central Texas, approximately 25 miles south of 

Austin and 45 miles north of San Antonio. 

  

 

Schedule of Events (tentative) 

 

 Thursday afternoon:  Attendees arrive at Austin 

airport (ABIA) in the afternoon, to be lodged at 

the Country Inn Hotel in San Marcos. 

 

Thursday evening:  The bus picks up everyone 

and takes them to a local music landmark, The 

Cheatham Street Warehouse, home of George 

Strait and Stevie Ray Vaughan, for a bar-b-que 

dinner, a beer, some great live music—and an  

 

SI jam (bring your instruments!).  Then, back to 

the Country Inn. 

 

Friday:  After breakfast at the hotel, the bus will 

take all to TxSt for three sessions/panels before 

Tex-Mex lunch with Tejano music.  

There will be one afternoon session and keynote 

address by Dr. Timothy J. Dowd,   "The 

Contributions of Symbolic Interaction to the 

Sociology of Music,” after lunch.  Friday's 

sessions will take place in the elegant Wittliff 

Collections on campus. 

 

Friday evening:  The bus will take all to the 

hotel for an evening trip to Gruene, TX for 

dinner on the banks of the scenic Guadalupe 

River, at the Gruene River Grill, and then a 

concert featuring Leon Russell at the historic 

Gruene Hall. 

 

Saturday:  9:00-11:45 two sessions; 

11:45 – 12:00 noon Closing discussion   

 

KEYNOTE BIO-Timothy J. Dowd is professor 

of sociology at Emory University (Atlanta). He 

specializes in cultural sociology, focusing on 

such issues as the evolving orchestral canon, the 

evolution of the recording industry, musician 

careers, underground music festivals, and the 

state of music sociology. He was the Erasmus 

Chair for the Humanities (Rotterdam, 2007) and 

Fulbright Specialist at the University of 

Amsterdam (2013). He currently is Chair-Elect 

of the Sociology of Culture Section of the 

American Sociological Association, and he is 

Editor-in- Chief of Poetics: Journal of Empirical 

Research on Culture, Media, and the Arts. 

 

Please let me know ASAP if you are interested 

in participating.  Please forward all responses, 

comments, questions and concerns to: 

Joseph A. Kotarba, Professor of Sociology  

Director, Center for Social Inquiry   

Texas State University, UAC 466 

601 University Drive 

San Marcos, TX 78666 

T:  512-245-8905 

F:  512-245-4422  

C:  512-618-3552  

www.soci.txstate.edu/csi 

 

2014 Annual Meetings 

http://www.soci.txstate.edu/csi


Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction 

August 15-17, 2014 

San Francisco, CA 
 

Call for Session Organizers: 

Scholars interested in chairing sessions should 

send a title to patrick.williams@ntu.edu, no 

later than Dec. 1
st
, 2013. Session topics may 

relate to any aspect of symbolic interactionism, 

whether theoretical, methodological, empirical, 

or pedagogical.    

Call for papers: 

 

Now in its 40
th
 year of activities, the Society for 

the Study of Symbolic Interaction (SSSI) will 

hold its annual meeting on Friday, Aug. 15
th
 – 

Sunday, Aug 17
th
, 2014 in San Francisco at the 

Hotel Nikko, right across the street from the 

hotels used by the American Sociological 

Association for their concurrent annual meeting. 

 

The Society’s membership is wide-ranging, 

crossing disciplinary and geographic borders as 

we study a variety of phenomena that constitute 

social reality and social relations. The Society’s 

diversity ensures that interactionism remains a 

vibrant perspective that is exceedingly relevant 

to everyday life. As we recognize 40 years of 

SSSI activity, we look toward a future in which 

the SSSI will continue to serve as a community 

and forum for a diverse set of scholarly 

endeavors. With the goal of continual growth 

and diversification in mind, this year’s theme is 

culture, change, and identity. We invite papers 

from across the humanities and social sciences 

that deal with core and/or emerging issues for 

interactionist scholarship. 

 

Papers are invited that deal with any aspect of 

symbolic interactionism and we particularly 

encourage papers that correspond to the 

following topics. 

 

- The Astructural Bias: Myth or Reality 

- Children and Adolescents in Everyday 

Life 

- Constructing Racial/Ethnic Identities 

 

 

- Culture and Cognition 

- Culture and Performance 

- Culture and Technology 

- Culture, Emotions, and Gender 

- Deviance and Disruption 

- Ethnography and Community Studies 

- Human-Nonhuman interaction 

- Interactionism and Intersectionality 

- Interactionist Studies in Education 

- Meaning in healthcare services and 

health policies 

- Narrative Analysis 

- Narratives of Disability and the Body 

- Place, Identity, Emotion 

- Radical Interactionism 

- Sexualities 

- Teaching Symbolic Interactionism 

- Technologies of and in the Body 

- Undergraduate Studies in Symbolic 

Interaction 

- Visual Interactionist Sociology 

 

Submission guidelines: Submit a paper title, 

author information, and an abstract of 200-300 

words; indicate which topical area (from the list 

above) your paper is to be considered for. If 

your paper does not fit into one of the above 

topics, list it as “open topic.” 

 

Paper submission deadline: March 10, 2014 

Notification: March 15, 2014 

 

Submission email: 

symbolic.interaction.2014@gmail.com  

SSSI website: 

http://www.symbolicinteraction.org 
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Call for ESSSI conference 

presentations 

 
5

th
 Conference of European 

Studies in Symbolic Interaction 

 

The Times They Are 

a-Changin' 

 
The Significance of Symbolic 

Interactionism in Contemporary 
Social Sciences and Humanities 

 

August, 27
th

- 29
th

 2014 

Aalborg University, Denmark 
 

For more information please see the 

Website:  www.esssi2014.aau.dk 

 

Keynote speakers 

Patricia Adler, University of Colorado at 

Boulder, USA 

Peter Adler, University of Denver, USA 

Margareta Bertilsson, University of 

Copenhagen, Denmark   

Nick Crossley, University of Manchester, UK  

Philip Lalander, Malmoe University, Sweden 

Workshops 

Ethnography 

Creative Writing  

 

The fifth Conference of European Society of 

Studies in Symbolic Interaction explores the 

significance of symbolic interactionism in 

contemporary social sciences and 

humanities. How is the tradition of symbolic 

interactionism applied and elaborated in 

contemporary research on social processes 

such as communication, identity, and 

everyday life?  Which theoretical and 

methodological challenges does symbolic 

interactionism face in the light of the social 

transformation of modernity, and the 

following developments within the social 

sciences and humanities?       

A particular focus of the conference is the 

role of symbolic interactionism in helping to 

understand the influence of social 

transformations on communication, identity 

and everyday life.  The conference invites 

presentations offering analyses of 

contemporary mind, self or society from a 

symbolic interactionist perspective, as well 

as presentations that consider theoretical and 

methodological changes within the 

perspective of symbolic interactionism over 

time, as well as challenges it is faced with in 

contemporary society. Further, the 

conference features a research commitment 

to qualitative methods and ethnographic 

studies in line with their growing popularity 

and importance in modern explorations of 

the social world.  

Welcome with your abstract submission!  

Submission email:  emma@socsci.aau.dk  

Abstract submission deadline: 26th of 

March  

Anticipated notification: 10th of April  

The presentations will be oral, about 20 

minutes long, and grouped according to 

topic and accommodated in thematic 

sessions of 3 to 4 presentations each.  

The full program will be published on the 

website by the end of June 2014.  
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Award Announcements 

 

Winner of the 2013  George Herbert Mead 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Joel Best  

 

Winner of 2013 Charles Horton Cooley 

Award 

 Nancy Berns for Closure: The Rush to End 

Grief and What it Costs US. Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press. 

 

Winner of the 2013 Mentor Excellence Award 

Clinton Sanders 

 

Winner of the 2013 Herbert Blumer Award 

Amanda Gengler, Brandeis University, for her 

paper:  Keep Your Hope, Keep Your Faith: Hope 

Work and Emotional Threat Management 

among Families of Seriously Ill Children 

 

Honourable Mention:  Gareth M. Thomas, 

Cardiff University, for his paper, Cooling the 

Mother Out: Revisiting and Revising Goffman’s 

Account. 

 

Winner of the 2013 Carl Couch Internet  

Research Award 

Daphna Yeshua-Katz, for her paper, "Beyond 

the Backstage: Boundary Work in the Pro-ana 

Community" explores blogs in an online 

community for people with eating disorders. 

 Award committee selected two additional 

papers for "Honorable Mention." Alex Leavitt, a 

Ph.D. student in the Annenberg School for 

Communication & Journalism at the University 

of Southern California received Honorable 

Mention for his paper, "No Copyright 

Infringement Intended: Emergent discourses in 

networked media sharing." Also, Elisabeth 

Montemurro, a graduate student in the School of 

Communication at Loyola University received 

Honorable Mention for her paper, "Interacting 

with Binders Full of Women." 

 

 

Call for Nominations 

The George Herbert Mead Award Committee 

announces its call for nomination for its 2013 

Lifetime Achievement Award. The award is 

given annually to recognize a scholar's 

contribution to the field of symbolic 

interactionism. Decisions are made by a 

committee selected by the President of the 

Society. The chair of the committee for the 

Mead Award 2014 is  

Michael Flaherty 

Department of Sociology 

Eckerd College 

4200 54th Avenue South 

Saint Petersburg, FL 33711 

USA 

E-mail: flahermg@eckerd.edu 

Telephone: 727-864-8455 

The other members of the committee are Joel 

Best and Joe Kotarba. 
Deadline:  March 1, 2014 

 
Charles Horton Cooley Award 

The Charles Horton Cooley Award Committee 

announces its call for nominations for the 2014 

Cooley award. This award is given annually to 

an author for a book or article that represents an 

important contribution to the perspective of 

symbolic interaction. To be eligible for the 2014 

award, a nominated book should have a 

publication date between 2011 and 2013. 

Previously nominated works within this three-

year publication period remain eligible but must 

be re-nominated.  

Please send nominating letters and copies of 

books or articles by March 13 to all three 

committee members:  

Professor Eugene Halton 

Department of Sociology 

810 Flanner Hall 

University of Notre Dame 

Notre Dame, IN 46556 

USA  

Eugene.W.Halton.2@nd.edu 

Carrie Sanders 

PhD Associate Professor 

Department of Criminology, 

http://www.nancyberns.com/
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Wilfrid Laurier University, 

Brantford  Room 126 

Grand River Hall, N3T 2Y3  Canada 

csanders@wlu.ca 

Dr. Christopher J. Schneider 

Assistant Professor of Sociology  

The University of British Columbia 

 Okanagan Campus   

3333 University Way, Arts Bldg. #310 

Kelowna, BC V1V 1V7   Canada 

christopher.schneider@ubc.ca 

Deadline:  March 13, 2014 

 

Herbert Blumer Award 

The Herbert Blumer Award is presented 

annually to the author of the best graduate 

student paper in the tradition of symbolic 

interaction. To be eligible for this award, authors 

must be enrolled in a graduate program. Those 

who have been awarded a Ph.D. prior to May 

2013 are not eligible. Submitted papers 

cannot have been accepted for publication at 

the time of this submission, although papers 

under review may be submitted. The winner 

of this award may submit the paper for 

publication in any appropriate journal, 

including but not limited to Symbolic 

Interaction. The committee for the 2014 

award will be chaired by Hans Bakker 

(hbakker@uoguelph.ca) 

Deadline:  March 1, 2014 

 
Mentor Excellence Award 

The committee for the award is chaired 

by Clinton R. Sanders  

Department of Sociology (emeritus) 

University of Connecticut  

Storrs, CT 06269  

(res.) 3836 E. Fernan Hill Road 

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 

(208) 292-4681 

(cell): (860) 428-0722  

clintonsanders@hotmail.com  

http://www.sociology.uconn.edu/faculty/sanders

.html 

Deadline: March 1, 2014 

 

SSSI Website Update 
 

The website of SSSI has recently been updated. 

Here you will find information about the 

Society, our journal, news and award 

announcements as well as information about 

upcoming conferences. We also have setup a 

more dynamic blog site for various areas of 

members’ interests including:  

 

- a blog for the journal  

http://sijournal.wordpress.com 

- a blog for the Society 

http://sssiorg.wordpress.com 

and - a music blog hosted by Joe Kotarba 

http://sssimusic.wordpress.com 

 

If you would like to contribute to the various 

blogs or if you would like SSSI relevant 

information posted there please contact 

dirk.vom_lehn@kcl.ac.uk 

 

Also, please contact Dirk if you would like to 

run your own blog on an SSSI relevant theme 

under the umbrella of our blog. 
For the music blog please contact Joe  
Kotarba at jk54@txstate.edu 

 

 

Spring 2014 Newsletter information  
 

Please forward information for the Spring 

Newsletter to the incoming editor:  

 

Dr. William Ryan Force  

Dept. of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Western New England University 

1215 Wilbraham Road 

Springfield, MA 01119-2684 

Office:  200 Herman G 

E-mail: wforce@wne.edu 
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SSSI Publishing Committee/Executive Committee Meetings 

 

August 9, 2013 

New York City, New York 

 

Present:  Ken Kolb (Publications Committee), Shannon Canney (Wiley Blackwell), Jill Yablonski (Wiley 

Blackwell), Tom DeGloma (Journal), Dirk Vom Lehn (Publications Committee), Robert Dingwall 

(Journal), Natalia Ruiz-Junco (Publications Committee), Kathy Charmaz (Mentor and Nag), Lori 

Holyfield (Publications Committee and President-elect), Michael Ian Borer (Past President), Linda 

Morrison (Treasurer), Gale Miller (President), Kerry Ferris (Vice President), Maggie Kusenbach 

(President-elect-elect), Scott Grills (former President, former Vice President), Ruth Horowitz 

(Publications Committee chair), John Johnson (Publications Committee), Jen Dunn (former Secretary), 

and Laurie Linhart (Secretary) 

 

Gale Miller called the meeting to order at 12:54 p.m. Two meetings were held consecutively.  The 

Publications Committee meeting was held first, and the Executive Committee meeting immediately 

followed.   

 

Ruth Horowitz, chair of the Publications Committee distributed pertinent reports and turned the floor over 

to the representatives from Wiley Blackwell.  Shannon thanked the group for a successful first year.  She 

commended Robert Dingwall (journal editor) for his work.  She called our attention to the Annual Report.  

The main area of focus has been improving the discoverability of our journal.  They report being close to 

introducing a mobile version of the online library (projecting September or October).  They are also 

driving multiple year subscriptions at the institutional level.   

 

Jill commented that our journal is renewing well.  We are up 59% in readership.  The journal is out 

globally.  One action that has helped is press releases for those pertinent articles.  Video abstracts are 

available and popular.  Authors will be encouraged to produce video abstracts for their accepted work.   

 

Ruth asked about who our audience is.  Do we know anything about who is downloading content?  The 

representatives from Wiley said it would be possible to pull a list (through IP address) and determine 

which institutions are downloading journal content.   

 

Jill reported on the Citation Report (distributed to all attending members), specifically the journal’s  

impact factor.  It should be noted that Robert’s editorship impact is not reflected in the statistics  

within this report, as his term had not yet started.  The impact factor has improved two fold over last reporting 

period.  For the publication report, see the following: 

https://sites.google.com/site/sssinteraction/home/journal-symbolic-interaction/sssi-publication-report 

Robert Dingwall (report emailed) acknowledged the publication team from Wiley Blackwell.  He 

remarked that the rise in the impact factor is a direct result of making the previous journal content 

discoverable.  The submission of papers keeps pace with the journal’s need.  The review window is 

approximately six months from review to publish.  A special issue next year (February) will interrupt the 

flow, however.   

 

Robert also remarked publishing scholarship and helping people with their CV’s are two of the Society’s 

goals.  A paper published in February 2013 (“Understanding Sheng Nu ‘Leftover Women’:  the 

Phenomenon of Late Marriage among Professional Chinese Women” by Sandy To) has produced 

extraordinary interest.  Wiley Blackwell created a press release that has added to the interest. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=https://sites.google.com/site/sssinteraction/home/journal-symbolic-interaction/sssi-publication-report&k=t8cWouLHMWKnKZhAFQUeVA%3D%3D%0A&r=tklaksXytAVXl73n%2FERI7g%3D%3D%0A&m=ntUfJpmMROmLSf5knfkcp3VvJJavXoAAghB9ex0B8io%3D%0A&s=5f33eb8e33a30231b5e3ece44eadc337bd3b589c59ec6a1aae6efa88e4240801


Dirk has developed a YouTube channel.  Access is through the SSSI website.  Authors are going to be 

encouraged to submit a video abstract to be posted on the You Tube channel (instructions are available).  

There are a few already posted.  Jill commented on how video abstracts improve the downloading of 

articles.   

 

Robert is asking for the Code of Publication Ethics to go before the Executive Committee for discussion 

and adoption.   This will help editors with issues that have arisen.  This will become an actionable item on 

the business meeting agenda. 

 

Another issue the Executive Committee will need to consider is the issue of open access.  According to 

Wiley Blackwell our journal is considered to be a hybrid.  This issue is in flux and Wiley Blackwell is 

trying to stay ahead of everything going on.  What we don’t want is for authors to have to pay for 

submission and the journal subscription (double dipping).  According to Robert, no one has to pay an 

article submission charge.   

 

On behalf of the Publications Committee, Ruth said we need creative ways of letting people know about 

the journal, ideas for special editions and YouTube videos.  She asked if anyone has suggestions now.  

Please consider send her ideas over the course of the year. 

 

Publications Committee meeting ended. Executive Committee meeting began. 

 

Vote on the Code of Publication Ethics as presented by Robert to be adopted.  Kerry moved, 

Michael second.  Vote passed unanimously. 

 

Linda Morrison provided the Treasurer’s report.  Copies of the report were distributed.  According to the 

accounting consultant, our 501c(3) status (tax exempt non-profit status) is in danger because of our lack 

of public funding.  According to the IRS tax code, public funding has to be at minimum of 33%.  As of 

the last filing period we are down to 37%.  It has to due with the way Wiley Blackwell distributes income 

to us.  Right now, they cut one check to us for both the journal income and membership dues.  If they 

could account separately for the membership dues, we wouldn’t be in danger with the IRS.  Linda will 

contact Wiley Blackwell about the possibilities. 

 

Secondly, Linda reports that we are in a good cash position.  On the expense side, we primarily spend 

money on student travel grants, travel allowances for Executive Committee members who attend the 

annual meeting (this is growing and we need to think about who can receive them), accounting consulting 

and the annual meeting.  Linda reviewed the remaining expenses on the report.  Member clicks and 

newsletter support are now non-issues.  There are a few challenges in dealing with exchanging money 

internationally.   

 

The last point Linda made was that several CD’s are coming due.  She continues to them into the 

organization’s savings account making it more efficient to keep track. 

 

Lori posed the question about knowing how much money comes from Wiley Blackwell.  A breakdown is 

not currently available according to Linda.   Gale charged Linda, Robert and Lori to gather and decide 

how to approach Wiley Blackwell. 

 

Kerry Ferris acknowledged Linda’s hard work.  A round of applause followed. 

 

There was no secretary’s report. 

 



Gale called for a motion to establish a Program Planning Committee.  Kerry made the motion and 

Linda seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

 

Scott spoke to the internationalization of the society.  We should continue to move forward and maintain 

contact with those organizing the European meeting.  This is a good thing for both the society and journal.  

Maggie commented the timing this year is very poor.  Members need to brainstorm ways to better 

facilitate communication.  It is important to help support them. 

 

Ruth acknowledged Robert and Dirk’s work on the journal and website. 

 

Gale skipped the agenda items of recruiting and mentoring.  

 

Gale stated that links to two regional societies this last year were very successful.  SSSI had a presence at 

both the Midwest and MidSouth society meetings.  Gale wants to continue this and expand.  It may 

involve some money. 

 

New business: 

 

Gale addressed the need for an administrative assistant.  This person will help with continuity on matters 

that arise yearly.  They would also provide much needed assistance to the Vice President (with particular 

assistance with the annual meeting responsibilities).  A person that works for Wiley Blackwell (Patricia 

Hulme) has expressed interest to Gale.  Gale is requesting permission for he and Lori to begin to negotiate 

with her.  The anticipated cost is $3000/year.  A question arose about whether this would present a 

conflict of interest with Wiley Blackwell.  Because this position would have nothing directly to do with 

the journal, no conflict is seen.  Another question arose about whether hiring someone like this would 

promote the abdication of the responsibility of officers and committee members?  Would this potentially 

take away from the society?  A brief discussion of this matter took place with members speaking for and 

against.  Permission was given to Gale and Lori to explore the possibility of hiring the person from 

Wiley Blackwell with the understanding the Executive Committee must approve the hire. 
 

Another item needing attention is the Constitution.  It was emailed to all Executive Committee members.  

Gale suggested basic re-organization to reflect a user-friendlier format.  We need better election 

procedures for both officers and Publication Committee members (web site inclusion, online voting).  The 

secretary/treasurer position has been separated and the Constitution needs to reflect that as well.  We have 

language about a Local Activities Committee, Committee on Symposia and regional coordinators that is 

out of date and needs to be taken out of the document.  The Executive Committee charged Lori and 

four former presidents to bring forward a draft for consideration at next year’s annual Executive 

Committee meeting.   
 

Job descriptions are needed for the Executive Committee members.  Lori asked each of us to send her 

five (or more) duties as we see our position undertaking. 

 

Couch Stone symposium was discussed.  It is important to make this an annual event.  Laurie mentioned 

tying it into the Midwest Sociological Society annual meeting as she and Dave Schweingruber had been 

working to re-establish a strong symbolic interaction presence there.   

 

A lively discussion about increasing revenues for the society took place.  What about charging a 

registration fee for SSSI meetings?  Fees for Couch Stone?  An increase in membership dues for non-

student members?  Lori will prepare a proposal for increasing membership dues to be presented at 

next year’s Executive Committee meeting.   
 



Gale reminded the group that the Executive Committee is supposed to meet in the spring.   

 

Executive Committee members expressed the concern communication to the members and subscribers is 

lacking.  How can we become better at this? 

 

Gale asked for motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion made by Laurie; second by Michael.  

Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:37 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Laurie J. Linhart, Ph.D. 

Secretary, Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction 

 

 

  

SSSI Treasurer’s Report  
Presented at August 2013 Annual Meeting, NYC 

 

INCOME from August 11, 2012 to August 6, 2013: 
1/18/13 Wiley Editorial Stipend 30,000. 
3/26/13 Wiley CPI Payment        510. 
4/18/13 Wiley     35,153. 

  TOTAL INCOME:  65,663. 
 

EXPENSES from August 11, 2012 to August 6, 2013: 
2012 Student Travel Grants (8x200):   1600. 
2012 Travel Allowance for EC members (11x500):  5500.  
2012 Conference Expense Reimbursement  5590  (M. Borer) 
2012 Conference Expense Reimbursement     171 (projector, copies, ship) 
2012 Conference Honorarium, Distinguished Lecture     500 (D. Loseke) 
2013 Conference Expense Reimbursement       89  (plaque) 
Nottingham Trent (SI editorial expenses)   25,976 (R. Dingwall) 
Associate Editor Expenses (Newmahr)  831 + 477)   1308  (over 2 calendar years) 
Memberclicks         1460 (now cancelled) 
Newsletter Support (graduate student)     1500  (K. Nolan) 
Website Development         3000 (Dirk vom Lehn) 
Images Purchased for Website (Reimbursement)         50 (Simon Gottschalk) 
MSSA support (sponsor breakfast, Loseke honorarium)   1200 (Mid-South) 
Schneider Downs Accounting/Law Services    4205  
Illinois Secretary of State Annual Filing Fee         10 
Wire transfer fees           422 
Check printing              41 

  TOTAL EXPENSES:     52,597   
*(Note:  2013 CONFERENCE DEPOSIT OF $37,797 and final conference costs have not 
been included in total)  

 



ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS:  SSSI is registered as a not-for-profit corporation with 
the Secretary of State in the State of Illinois.  We file a 1099-EZ yearly with the IRS.   
Our 2012 tax forms are on file for public inspection at the Oakland University Sociology 
Department in Rochester, MI as required by law.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Morrison, PhD, MSW 
SSSI Treasurer 
Oakland University Department of Sociology 
Rochester, MI 48309   
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