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PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT

Dear fellow symbolic interactionists,

It is a pleasure to write a first official 
statement here in my role as the president 
for the Society for the Study of Symbolic 
Interaction (SSSI). I fondly remember my 
introduction to symbolic interactionism 
through a seminar taught by Robert Prus 
(also a past president of SSSI), at the 
University of Waterloo, Canada. Here, we 
were introduced to Herbert Blumer’s 
Perspective and Method, we read 
ethnographies from the rich tradition of the 
Chicago School, and we learned about the 
analytical purchase of exploring generic 
social processes in everyday life. We had to 
do a lot of writing and submit our own 
independent ethnographic research 
projects at the end of the term. It was an 
intense and career-shaping course for me, 
and I am forever grateful to Bob for starting 
me on this journey. I also recall how 
important the late Kathy Charmaz was as 
editor for the journal Symbolic Interaction, 
where she worked with me to raise my 
article to a more professional level and 
permanently improve my writing. Of course 
the many conferences along the way (in the 
USA, Canada, and internationally) with 
myriad interesting people were also crucial. 
Indeed, it is the quirky personalities, intense 
discussions, jokes and camaraderie, and 
lasting friendships that seem to sustain our 
energy and commitment for what we do. In 
short, the interactionist community has 
always been dear to me as well as others, 
and I think it is important that we preserve 
this community of scholarship and continue 
to pay it forward to future generations.

We seem to be in a fantastic place to do just 
this, as I have already had the pleasure of 

 

working with the many volunteers happily 
serving on our executive committee this 
year. We have a number of dynamic 
committees in place, busily working to 
develop and improve our organization in a 
number of ways. For example, our social 
media committee is looking to revamp our 
website and make it more inviting, 
informative, and user-friendly. Our funding 
and development committee is deter- 
mining how best to invest and manage a 
very generous donation from the Couch 
family, as well as other present and future 
donations, which might enhance research 
and travel opportunities for students and 
junior scholars. We also have an equity and 
diversity committee at work, which aims to 
expand our connections with scholars from 
more varied social locations. Indeed, we 
must continue to search for ways to involve 
more faculty and students in our org- 
anization who are more representative of 
the diverse people and societies we have 
here at home and abroad.

Perhaps most urgently, if we are to revitalize 
symbolic interactionism in the 
contemporary world of social thought, we 
really need to see it expand globally, inviting 
in new voices and ideas, especially from  
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Symbolic interactionism has a longstanding 
history of engaging with issues of social 
justice and equality. Whether that be from 
initial attempts to research social issues and 
division from ‘real world research’, and the 
activities engaged in by Jane Addams and 
other women of the Chicago School in 
particular, research on social movements 
and social change, through to contem- 
porary research and theory that deals dir- 
ectly with various forms of discrimination 
and exclusion – symbolic interactionism has 
a strong potential to engage with, doc- 
ument, and support efforts at affecting 
social change and realising social justice 
based aims. Through gaining “intimate 
familiarity” (in Kathy Charmaz’s words) and 
developing theory that is sensitive to the 
local conditions of inequality and division, 
social processes rather than obdurate social 
structures are revealed. In this way, such 
analyses can reveal where the cracks in un- 
evenly organised and experienced societies 
might be found.  

Questions of the potential of symbolic 
interactionism to meaningfully engage with 
issues of social justice seem to turn on how 
far we have come down the road travelled 
so far. It might be argued that, given a 
relative paucity of discernible victories, we 
might need to take stock and consider a 
change of direction. Tavory and Fine, for 
example, have written of the possibility of a 
revisited and revised interactionist imagin- 
ation which draws from cultural studies to 

better understand the (re)production of 
social inequalities. Other scholars have 
proposed a dialogue, if not incorporation, 
with more structural analyses of power. 
Others still continue to highlight the 
strengths of an ‘unapologetic’ interaction- 
ism; a revitalised and confident practice 
which already contains the tools for a 
contribution to social justice aims. What- 
ever the disagreements might be about the 
route taken to get there, what seems to be 
clear is an increased recognition that a 
contribution to furthering social justice is 
both a possible and preferred destination 
for symbolic interactionist studies.

The conference theme invites participants 
to discuss research relating to both 
symbolic interactionism of social justice and 
symbolic interactionism for social justice in 
whatever form that may take. The con- 
ference is an opportunity to generate pro- 
ductive dialogue relating to potential dir- 
ections of travel for an interactionism that 
fully engages with challenges and contexts 
for achieving social justice in contemporary 
society.

Proposals should contain:

· Title of session/paper
· Name, affiliation, and job title/position of all 
contributors
· Contact information for session organiser 
or presenter (name, institution, and email)
· Abstract (500 words maximum for session 
overview. Titles and very brief outlines of 
individual contributions where possible)
· Keywords (5 maximum)

2023 European SSSI Conference

Submit online 
by Fri., 3/31/23.
Send to: 
EUSSSI23
@cardiff.ac.uk

Cardiff University
Cardiff, Wales

July 5th-7th, 2023

Submit by March 31, 2023

2023
ESSSI
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Symbolic interactionism (SI) occupies an 
ambiguous position within academic 
communities of practice. At times both 
marginalised and mainstream, its relation 
to other disciplines, perspectives and 
intellectual traditions is open to inter- 
pretation and appraised with different 
meanings. One view is that SI has benefited 
from the influence of adjacent fields of 
study and is harmoniously integrated within 
broader knowledge realms. We have 
learned from philosophy, psychology and 
linguistics, and cooperate productively with 
the sociologies of gender, health, ethnicity, 
technology and crime. Another view is of SI 
as the deviant underdog of social theory, 
ousted from contemporary trends. Micro- 
sociology is often frustratingly mis- 
understood as being unconcerned with 
matters of structure and power. We are, in 
Fine’s terms, a ‘tiny public’ with a distinct 
idioculture, yet remain curious & outward- 
facing. 
 
All of this raises questions of scholarly 
identity, group membership and territorial 
self-definition. Goffman was famously 
reluctant to align himself with the 
interactionist tradition, preferring to cite 
research from anthropology, ethology and 
economics. Others, including Becker, 
Maines and Lofland, proudly embraced the 
professional role-identity, claiming SI as 
their intellectual home. The career of Kathy 
Charmaz demonstrates a third stance. From 
an initial position of ambivalence and 
scepticism, she gradually shifted her 
perspective and later keenly adopted the 
role. Like all symbolic objects, therefore, SI 
as an emblem or label carries contingent, 
negotiable meanings.

We invite reflections on academic 
self-identification, disciplinary allegiance, 
interdisciplinary alliances, boundaries and 
identity work. These may include personal 
stories grounded in auto/biography, gen- 
ealogical maps of career trajectories, re- 
views of influential and inspirational 
sources, and critical analyses of intellectual 
traditions. What place does SI hold in  

relation to other perspectives: how open are 
its borders and how permeable are its 
walls? What forms of dialogue do we 
practice when we talk of interaction, and 
whose voices can be heard in con- 
versational inquiry?  

We invite papers related to this theme, as 
well as papers on other aspects of inter- 
actionist theory and methods. We also 
encourage suggestions for roundtable 
panel discussions on relevant topics or 
influential scholars: Self-identity, scholar- 
ship and disciplinary allegiance; (Auto) bio- 
graphical accounts of academic career 
trajectories; Reflections on interdisciplinary 
and cross-disciplinary research; Social 
exclusion, diversity, belonging and 
recognition; Individual and group identity 
processes; Local worlds, public tales and 
collective stories; Identity politics, rights and 
social justice; Negotiated and contested 
meanings in the interaction order; Diff- 
erence, division, marginalisation and 
stigma; Intimacy, emotions and relational 
selfhood; Mental and physical health, illness, 
embodiment and disabilities; Narrative 
identity and the storied self; Geographies of 
place, space and social mobility.

Proposals should include: 

● Title of paper/session
● Name, affiliation and job title/pos- 

ition of all contributors
● Contact information for organiser 

and/or presenters (name, in- 
stitution, and email)

● Abstract (200 words maximum)
● Relevant conference theme or key- 

words  

2023 American SSSI Conference

Click here to submit. If 
you have proposals for 
themed sessions or 
panels, please contact 
Dr. Julie West 
(JWiest@wcupa.edu), 
or Dr. Susie Scott 
(s.scott@sussex.ac.uk).

West Chester University
Philadelphia, Pa

August 15-17, 2023

Submit by April 17, 2023

https://forms.gle/pxCQ73Nu138mdibz7
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George Herbert Mead Award for Lifetime Achievement:
Eviatar Zerubavel

Eviatar Zerubavel is a scholar of the highest 
distinction, currently serving as Board of Governors and 
Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Rutgers University. 
His many contributions to “symbolic interactionism” have 
enriched and expanded this canon in multiple ways: the 12 
books, many of these in translation, extended his scholarly 
outreach throughout the world and over four decades. A 
recent observation by the Italian cultural sociologist, 
Franco Ferrarotti, stated that Eviatar Zerubavel’s 
outstanding work effectively released Euro- pean social 
research from the timeworn constraints of a purely 
quantitative method.

Zerubavel’s most recent book, Generally Speak- 
ing: An Invitation to Concept-Driven Sociology, features 
the centerpiece of his many lifetime achievements as 
scholar, author, and teacher: the idea of our work as 
“concept-driven,” an early theme first argued, differently, 
in his 1980 paper imagining Georg Simmel as an 
ethnographer where he argues for “analytical field 
research, ” identifying the purposeful standpoint which we 
bring to our objects of study and the distinct ways we 
sociologists conceptualize the realities we study. From 
Zerubavel’s work we understand so much better the 
importance of illuminating the familiar objects of our 
worlds by rendering them “strange.” These discussions of 
method also bring us all back into conversations with 
Herbert Blumer and the other founders of symbolic 
interactionism.

Zerubavel’s work has been praised by American 
interactionists as highly creative and original, especially in 
its analytic approach to the study of real-life actors, one 
that alerts us to the “formal patterns” that span diverse 
communities as well as those of particular cognitive 
communities and their mindscapes. Other commentators 
have pointed to his singular social theory of subjectivity 
and cognition that includes the topics of remembering 
and forgetting, classification and boundaries, and identity. 
As if this were not enough, Zerubavel’s body of work is also 
an extension—offering many more examples and 
elaborations—of the central problem of understanding 
and conceptualizing “everyday life,” the contours of its 
phenomenology for subjects, its temporal patterns, and its 
social conventions found principally in the ways we think, 
in both the structures of language and in speech acts. 
Here, we discover the normative conventions contained in 
the many and varied signs of interaction—in speech, yes, 
but also in written texts.

But we should not miss an obvious and central 
value of Zerubavel’s work and career: his vital contri- 
butions to a thoroughly cultural sociology, a “concept- 
driven sociology,” one where everything communicates. 
Our worlds are brimming with meanings and messages. 
This cultural sociology attends to those words and phrases 
and the ways they embed us in those worlds we produce 
and reproduce. Eviatar Zerubavel has clearly drawn from 
our great interactionist tradition—arguably, Marx and 
Weber, certainly, Mead, Simmel, Schutz, and his teacher at

the University of Pennsylvania, Erving Goffman—but 
Zerubavel has also served as our guide, leading us to some 
of the newer concepts and perspectives of today’s cultural 
sociology.
 For all of this and with great pleasure we com- 
mend Professor Zerubavel as an outstanding recipient of 
the G. H. Mead Award for Lifetime Achievement, 2022. 

— Gary Alan Fine (Northwestern University)

Herbert Blumer Graduate Student Paper Award:
Robert Scott, "A Social Phenomenon of Risk Percep- 
tion: Saskatchewan Firefighters on the Yarnell Hill Fire 
Fatalities"

The excellent paper covers attributions of risk, error, and 
agency amidst institutional differences between Canada 
and US by interviewing 14 Canadian firefighters in 
Saskatchewan.  In addition, he conducted this research 
during his second fire-season as a firefighter himself. As 
one committee member put it, “this paper does a lovely 
job of situating perceptions of risk and vulnerability in 
us/them and me/them meaning-making-frameworks.”  

Robert Scott describes the social phenomenon of risk 
perception that occurred for people who were distant 
from the Yarnell Hill Fire Fatalities temporally, physically, 
and psychologically but who nonetheless identified with 
the dead. He writes, “Although the firefighters identified 
with the dead, they also defined themselves as distinct 
from their American counterparts. In the process of 
constructing meaning from the fatalities, they used Place 
-based and organization-based categories in comparing 
their own risk positions alongside those they associated 
with the dead. They created, modified, and transmitted 
in-group and out-group, or us/them and me/them, 
frameworks related to American and Canadian firefighting 
practices.”  An example of this is Canadian firefighters 
feeling connected to American firefighters (us), and yet 
separate and flooded with ideas about how American 
firefighters are, unfortunately, products of their situational, 
especially organizational, circumstances (them). 

Robert Scott’s deft analysis of the relationship between 
distance and fatal disaster reminds us of the importance 
of place, time, and groups in the construction of risk.
  
       — Lisa-Jo Van de Scott (Memorial University)

Kathy Charmaz Early-in-Career Award:
Andrea Vinson & Lisa-Jo Van den Scott

Alexandra H. Vinson (Assistant Professor of Learning 
Health Sciences, University of Michigan) received her PhD 
from the University of California San Diego. utilizes 
qualitative methods to focus on medical education and 
how it evolves in response to changes in the organization 
of healthcare and the structure of the medical profession 

SSSI ANNUAL AWARD ANNOUNCEMENTS
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in the US. She has published this work in the best journals 
of our discipline (Social Sciences and Medicine, Sociology 
of Health and Illness, Social Studies of Science, Symbolic 
Interaction), applying and advancing the symbolic inter- 
actionist perspective in the areas of medical sociology and 
medical education in remarkable fashion. 
 
Lisa-Jo van den Scott (Associate Professor, Memorial 
University) earned her PhD from Northwestern University. 
She’s conduct ethnographic fieldwork among an Inuit 
community, publishing on a wide range of topics, from the 
most fundamental issues for symbolic interactionists 
(ethnography, qualitative research, ethics) to cutting-edge 
analytical propositions (a sociology of walls). In addition, 
Lisa-Jo has an outstanding record of services to the 
symbolic interactionist community, through the org- 
anization of multiple academic events, and her role as an 
editor-in-chief of the journal Symbolic Interaction. 

— Baptiste Brossard (University of York)

Helena Lopata Mentor Excellence Award:
David Schweingruber

On behalf of my fellow committee members Anne 
Groggel and Jelani Ince, we are most pleased to bestow 
the Lopata Award to Professor David Schweingruber. 
David has long served the SSSI, and true to that form, he 
has long served and been a mentor to generations of 
graduate students and undergraduate students, 
enthusiastically spreading the gospel of interactionism 
and supporting teachers and scholars throughout 
theircareers, from the first inklings of their enrollments to 
faculty positions and beyond.

Accounts from his mentees highlight his efforts to help 
students make professional connections at conferences, 
that he is a generous collaborator, and how he provides 
guidance to his students throughout their careers.  Those 
who wrote on his behalf describe his teaching as 
“inspirational,” and he has gone so far as to organize a free, 
non-credit grounded theory seminar to interested 
students.  He is a role model who not only instructs, but 
also works to actively and successfully publish with his 
mentees.  He actively guides them through the 
networking process at professional meetings with SSSI as 
well as the Midwest Sociological Society and the ASAs.  
As importantly, his writers laud him for telling the truth, 
for not “sugar coating academia for his advisees,” and for 
giving needed advice that is “sobering” in addition to 
energizing:  Love, and the right kind of tough love, and 
always available and willing to do so as needed, regardless 
of the day or the time of day.  
 
In all of these ways, David fosters “a lifelong relationship of 
trust, understanding, and camaraderie,” exemplifying the 
purpose of the Helena Lopata Mentor Excellence Award.

 — Timothy Hallet (Indiana University-
Bloomington)

Charles Horton Cooley Book Award:
Michael L. Walker, Indefinite: Doing Time in Jail
(Oxford University Press)

Indefinite is a very courageous book. Both for the personal 
and traumatic nature of the ethnographic experiences 
Michael Walker relates in it, and for the way it does battle 
with a mainstream discipline whose theories, categories, 
and procedures render both invisible and irrelevant the 
very processes of category making and the interactional 
and situated character of identities and events an 
understanding of which is required to live through and 
then tell the story.

Walker succeeds in the best tradition of pioneering SSSI 
work, by trusting his own observations and experiences, 
not only when – but especially when – they clash with 
what he has been taught to expect. Not only does he 
manage to tell a new, different, and exceptionally nuanced 
story about the situation in US Jails – which process over 
10 Million persons each year – but he does so with an 
insight and heightened awareness that exposes both the 
Jail as a social institution – and the approach of 
mainstream sociology in dealing with Jail and Crime – as 
so much smoke and mirrors. A new way of doing 
ethnography emerges in the best tradition of the SSSI. 

The book makes some very important and insightful 
points about how the use of Race as a category for 
organizing “residents” (the author refuses to call residents 
inmates, criminals, or prisoners – preferring rather to refer 
to the work of the Jail as transforming residents into 
criminals) is not a response to a practical problem 
involving race – but rather, a work of category 
transformation accomplished through interactional 
details that creates problems rather than solving them. In 
short, we are shown that on their own – in many places 
and situations in the Jail – residents live side-by-side in 
racially integrated groups. Nevertheless, the Jail and its 
workers are committed to the idea that they must 
organize most things by Race. This categorization process 
serves to reify Race and make it appear to be an important 
issue when it otherwise is not

Indefinite is a book that is likely to deeply engage 
undergraduate students by pulling them into the 
experience of being in Jail – with all of its contingencies 
and paradoxes – while at the same time it will serve as a 
primer for graduate students seeking better ways of doing 
ethnographic research. To those who have spent a lifetime 
studying the social organization and “inmate” societies in 
Jails and Prisons the book still has much news to convey. 
The text evokes a subtle flavor of Goffman that stretches 
the imagination by describing, contexting, and then 
somehow “floating” experiences – bouncing them back 
and forth until they take on concrete meaning. Overall a 
stellar contribution.

— Waverly Duck, Clemens Eisenmann, Carole
     Gayet, Peter K. Manning, and Anne W. Rawls
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Symbolic Interaction
Vol. 45, Issue 4

Original Articles ——————————

Instantiated Recoupling in Principals' Enactment of 
Teacher Evaluations: Emotion Work and New Forms 
of Ceremonial Conformity in Educational Institutions

- Judson G Everitt
 
Erving Goffman on Misinformation and Information 
Control: The Conduct of Contemporary Russian 
Information Operations

- Martin Innes
 
Politics of Crisis: Threatening and Defending 
Journalistic Expertise—A Processual Account

- Alexander Antony
 
“Brexit Means Brexit!”: Investigating the Production 
of Social Phenomena in Political Discourses

- Imko Meyenburg
 
Review Essay: Living Green while Locking Down? 
Bruno Latour on COVID-19 Lockdowns in the Midst 
of the Climate Crisis

- Antony Puddephatt 

Book Reviews  ——————————

Limited and Limitless: The Experience of Time in Prison
- Jamie Mullaney

Negotiating Hope: Cultural Health Capital's Role in the 
Health Care System

- Lillian Wynne Platten
 
Power and Stripping

- Bernadette Barton
 
“We Never Imagined:” Animals and Vulnerability in 
Contexts of Disaster

- Andrea Laurent-Simpson
 
Erich Fromm and Global Public Sociology

- David Nock
 
Achieving Global Humanity

- Giovanna Follo
 
Multimodality: A Springboard for the Analysis of Identity in 
Human Interaction

- Yao Wang
 
The Impartial Judge: Judging and Emotional Labor

- Marci Cottingham

Announcements

"Are We Talking in Circles? 
Expanding Ideas in Qualitative 

Research"

39th Annual Qualitative Analysis 
Conference and SSSI Couch-Stone 

Symposium 

JUNE 14-16, 2023

Kelowna, British Columbia

Hosted at the University of 
British-Columbia-Okanagan

Time Work: Studies of Temporal Agency. Edited 
by Michael G. Flaherty, Lotte Meinert, and Anne 
Line Dalsgard. 

Paperback Coming 3/23 from Berghahn Books

Please consider adopting for 
courses that concern culture, 
globalization, social interaction, 
and ethnographic methods. 
Examining how people alter or 
customize various dimensions 
of their temporal experience, 
this volume reveals how we 
resist external sources of 
temporal constraint or 
structure. It explores the key 
question: is the theory of time 
work applicable across 
different societies & cultural 
arrangements? 
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(continued from page 1)

the global South. The largely North American and 
European popularity of our tradition continues on at the 
expense of learning from non-Western standpoints and 
perspectives. Perhaps it is time to forge new bridges and 
partnerships to enrich our understanding of different 
global contexts, but also to expand the theoretical 
richness of symbolic interactionism as a broad paradigm 
of inquiry. One way to do this is to make more use of our 
global contacts and collaborate on ethnographic work 
that has a more international scope. For example, why not 
make greater efforts to reach out to and assist our visiting 
international students and post-doctoral fellows, who may 
be undertaking field research in their home country and 
might find the theory and method of interactionism 
helpful? Such new scholars have the potential to become 
pioneers of symbolic inteactionism in their home country 
and help the interactionist tradition to better adapt its 
ideas to various cultural and social contexts throughout 
the globe, perhaps challenging and reformulating some 
of our root ideas and assumptions.  

We have three exciting conferences to announce in three 
very attractive locations in North America and Europe. 
First, we have the annual Canadian Qualitative Analysis 
Conference and the Couch-Stone Symposium held jointly 
in the beautiful Kelowna, BC, in June 2023, with Stefan 
Timmermans as the keynote speaker. Second, the EUSSSI 
holds its annual conference in Cardiff, UK, in July 2023, 
organized around the theme of social justice. Finally, our 
SSSI annual conference will be held in Philadelphia, PA, in 
August 2023, alongside the ASA meetings, with Adele

PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT CONTINUED

Clarke as the keynote speaker. All of these locations are 
definitely worth visiting and will provide fantastic 
sight-seeing and travel destinations on top of being great 
venues to exchange our ideas. More information about 
some of these conferences can be found elsewhere in this 
newsletter, and the calls for papers and information on 
these events is not hard to find on the web. We hope to 
see you there!

Dare I even mention COVID-19, but it is certainly nice that 
the lockdowns are largely behind us, and we can get back 
into the groove of regular life on campus and meeting 
again at conferences. The pandemic was certainly not 
good for anyone’s mental health and I am sure many of us 
lost our focus on research and writing as a result of our 
increasingly difficult roles as family members, friends, 
administrators, and teachers. While vaccinations were a 
tremendous success and the lockdowns are largely a 
thing of the past, it takes time for people to recover 
emotionally and find the energy and zeal for creative 
pursuits. Has enough time passed?  Is now the time to 
find the fun and passion in our creative exchanges and 
research endeavours again? I think it is! Come out to the 
range of conferences hosted around the world this 
summer, submit a paper to a journal like Symbolic 
Interaction, and let us get back, full swing, to our 
collective work as a community of scholars seeking to 
better understand human experiences across a range of 
social, cultural, and institutional contexts. Thank you for 
your commitment! And I wish you all a fantastic 2023 to 
come!

  
— Antony Puddephatt, Lakehead University

SSSI President (2022-23)

Don't forget to support the SSSI by joining the organization! 
Memberships include a year's subscription to the flagship 
journal--Symbolic Interaction--and start as low as $33.

The next issue of Notes will be in Spring 2023. Please direct any future 
announcements, updates, or additional content you would like to see in 
the next issue of Notes to J. L. Parsells-Johnson at jeffpj@umd.edu by 
February 27, 2023. 


